COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION

SECTIONV

MANAGEMENT OF DCR POOLS

It is the policy of the Department of Conservation and Recreation to provide a comprehensive
recreational program at state swimming pools. To that end, the Divisions of State Parks and
Recreation & Urban Parks and Recreation provides a varied program of activities that may
include swimming for the general public, competitions, physical fitness classes, basic swim
instruction, water safety courses, etc. Facility Supervisors are encouraged to promote and
organize these programs as much as possible. Each pool should therefore be promoted as a
regional aquatic facility which serves not only the city or town in which it is located, but the
surrounding communities as well.
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The recommended operating season for Division pools will begin the third Saturday in June
and end on Labor Day. Pools should be open to the public 7 days a week from 12:00 PM -
6:00 PM. Changes to the hours of pool operation shall be established through the Regional
Director and approved by the Chief, Bureau of Recreation upon the recommendation of the
Waterfront Program Coordinator. Specific hours of operation for each facility shall be
posted in a conspicuous location.

DAILY SCHEDULE
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1. The hours from 7:00 AM to 12:00 PM shall be available for Department-sponsored
programs (e.g. Learn to Swim, swim teams, etc.), community use, adaptive aquatic
programs, water polo, etc. This time may also be utilized for “general public” swimming
as authorized by the Regional Director or his/her designee.

2. The hours from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM should be reserved for general public swimming.

3. The hours from 6:00 - 8:00 PM should be reserved for family swim whenever possible
(children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult). This time may also be used for
“general public” swimming as authorized by the Regional Director or his/her designee.

EXTENDED HOURS

Temporarily extending the closing hour because of hot weather, or for any other reason, must
be approved by the Regional Director in consultation with the Chief, Bureau of Recreation.

EMERGENCY CLOSINGS

Facility Supervisors have the authority to close pools in the event of an impending or actual
emergency including, but not limited to, problems with the pool chemistry or filtration
system, fecal incidents, severe weather conditions, drowning, etc. Whenever a Facility
Supervisor determines that a pool should be closed in the interest of public health and safety,
the Facility Supervisor should notify both the DCR Control Center, the Waterfront Program
Coordinator, and the appropriate Regional Director or his/her designee of the closure.

1. Impending Storm - Facility Supervisors should keep themselves informed of daily
weather conditions. In the event of an impending storm (e.g. heavy rain, strong winds,
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