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Quincy City Councilor and MBC Commissioner, Doug Gutro spoke next. He said one thing he learned from the last MBC hearing was the need for a friends group. Years ago, he said the city council got involved with Wollaston Beach, where the terrible water quality was terrible. Councilmen worked with Sam Overton and residents collectively to improve water quality. He asked then Mayor Phelan to create a task force for improvement of the water quality. Soon thereafter, the Friends of Wollaston Beach was developed. Councilor Gutro said the work they’ve done so far on the beach is legendary.
Councilor Gutro said that one recommendation from the last report was to host more events and programming on Wollaston Beach. He said that the Friends of Wollaston Beach, along with Save the Harbor/Save the Bay has done an excellent job of bringing more activities to the area. He said the Quincy Environmental Network has improved the area as well. While there are a lot of issues that can be fixed through capital, there also needs to be a continued group effort at the local, state and federal level. Councilor Gutro recognized Sandy at DCR as a great example of the partnership needed for success and thanked her for the work she’s done on behalf of Wollaston Beach. He said that public safety is also an issue and is looking forward to hearing responses on that topic. 

Representative Reinstein said Quincy has great representation on the MBC and in the State House. She thanked Save the Harbor/Save the Bay and Quincy’s friends groups. Representative Reinstein then introduced Representative Ayers and Representative Chan and asked them to say a few words. 

Representative Ayers thanked everyone for being present. He said that Wollaston beach is a special place to him because it’s where he learned how to swim, sail and water ski. He said he was happy that they were able to secure the necessary money for improvements on Wollaston Beach, as well as state patrols in marked and non-marked cars to enforce safety measures.  Representative Ayers said he wants to make sure there is no loitering, littering, or speeding; if anyone has any concerns about public safety issues, he asked that they talk to him about it. He said that city and state parks have a lot of finger pointing on various issues with the beach. With the creation of the MBC and Quincy’s involvement, jurisdiction is created so problems can better be addressed. 
Representative Chan spoke next. He said he thinks the beach is a great resource, which was especially apparent on the hot days in the month of July. Representative Chan recognized the maintenance and safety staff of the beach. Programming at the Squantum Yacht Club, Wollaston Yacht Club and Friends of Wollaston Beach have made Wollaston a true community beach. 
Bruce Berman of Save the Harbor / Save the Bay said that one thing that struck him was how disconnected Boston residents are with the water. Even with how tough things are with Wollaston, Quincy residents did not lose their connection with the beach. He introduced David Spillane of Goody Clancy and thanked him for helping the commission to learn how to listen in a very affective way where people feel and are included.

Bruce then asked David to explain the process of the sticky notes.
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Sticky Summary
At the Metropolitan Beaches Commission’s Quincy community hearing, 116 stickies were collected. Out of all the comments, 51 described what was effective while 65 discussed what needed improvement. The resident’s feedback touched on such topics as the need for more bike lanes to the amount of diversity seen on Wollaston beach. 
While many Quincy residents felt Wollaston Beach’s water quality needed work in 2007, this years hearing saw improvement in the issue. Though the beach’s pollution has decreased, several responses noted that the area still has a negative stigma of poor water quality. Another topic that has seen improvement over the years is the beach’s programming and events. Compared to the hearing in 2007, Quincy’s programming is now seen in a positive light, with residents enjoying and participating in the beach’s many family events. Several stickies commended the Friends of Wollaston Beach group for sponsoring such activities. Other positive stickies included the community and social aspects of Wollaston Beach, with responses noting the increase in daily use and overall diversity. Even with the numerous improvements Quincy has seen over the years, there are still many issues that need work. 
As it was in 2007, the issue of maintenance was still a persistent topic for the users of Wollaston Beach. While residents have seen improvement in the beach’s overall quality, multiple responses spoke of the need for better trash and recycling receptacles. Stickies also commented on the need for dredging in the area, especially around the beach’s yacht clubs. Creation of more bike lanes was also an issue that was in the need for improvement. The issue of public safety has been a consistent problem as well, with better flagging and speeding being key issues that need more police enforcement. 
Compared to the responses in 2007, Quincy has seen both improvements and setbacks. While Wollaston Beach continues to present beautiful aesthetics and improved water quality, daily maintenance issues such as removal of weeds and trash continually need work. This years hearing gathered both new and old responses that could help the Metropolitan Beaches Commission make Quincy residents have a beach they could be proud of.  
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Present: Co-Chair Representative Kathi-Anne Reinstein, Senator John Keenan, Doug Gutro, Kip Becker, Paul Nutting, Barbara Bishop, Mark Cullinan, Joan Meschino, Samantha Overton, Manny Lopes, Chris Marchi, Representative Bruce Ayers, Representative Tackey Chan, Steven Smalley, David Spillane, Bruce Berman, Patty Foley, Liz Gunderson, Susan Woods, Margaret Poydock, Vick Mohanka 


Commission Co-Chair Representative Reinstein said she knows a lot of people present attended the previous hearing in Quincy for the MBC recognized the great results of the Commission’s first inquiry. She said that while some issues have been resolved, some new ones have arisen and need to be addressed. There are many issues beaches have, such as trash, bathrooms, and bathhouses.


Senator John Keenan, a Commissioner from Quincy, explained how the Commission went to the parks, beaches and bathhouse to talk about Quincy’s beach issues. He said Mayor Koch wanted to join this evening, but a good friend passed and the Mayor was involved with the services. The Mayor wanted to convey how important the beaches are in the community, as an ocean frontier for swimming, walking and spending time with family and friends. Additionally, the Mayor pointed out how important the beach is to the Quincy redevelopment; expanded access to transit, historic, and natural resources all give developers a reason to put money into downtown Quincy. As for his own interests for Quincy, Senator Keenan said that he’d like to have more attention paid to Squantum Point Park. He said the park is a great resource that is underutilized. He said it could be used for tourism, commuters, and also aid in the development of downtown Quincy.
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